The 2015 Glyndŵr Dinner

At Cronfa Glyndŵr’s biennial dinner on 24 October 2015, held at Radyr Golf Club, the audience of nearly a hundred was enthralled by the guest speaker’s address. Professor Laura McAllister is Professor of Governance at Liverpool University, and also Chair of Sports Wales. She drew on her experience in both fields to present a compelling and timely message.



Laura has studied the political scene in Wales for almost twenty years and her research work on devolution is internationally acclaimed. She is also an international athlete, having represented her country with the Welsh Ladies’ Soccer Team. She was therefore able to speak from experience, and with authority.



The main theme of Laura’s address was the future place of Wales within the emerging United Kingdom. There are great changes on the way and she voiced concern that there were certain factions who are not prepared to accept the new political reality, adhering to the out-dated concept of the Union where the Government’s sovreignty is supreme, all countries being subordinate, with England and Britain being synonymous. 


But if Wales is to be taken seriously in the new union which is inevitably developing, then we as a nation need a more united vision of the future we would wish for our country, we need more competent and more confident leadership, and we need to be prepared to be more critical – of others and ourselves, in a positive and constructive way. As with sport, she said, our Welsh athletes would not have gained the confidence required to succeed as they have without regular competition at international level and against opponents of the highest calibre.     

She maintained that in Wales we are faced with a crisis as far as leadership in general is concerned – and one of the main problems is the under-use of women. Although some progress has been made in this field, she produced some revealing statistics:

· fewer than a quarter of our Members of Parliament are women;

· of the top 100 companies in Wales, only two women hold the position of Chief Executive;

· 98% of engineering trainees in Wales are men;

· a gap of 17% between men and women’s salaries.


“This is a wate of resources,” she maintained. “If we are to be stronger, we must use all the talent we have in Wales, not just a fraction of it. We must develop a form of public leadership that is pioneering, ambitious and excellent, based on confidence, a desire to achieve, and a touch of positively channelled asperity. It will involve asking some awkward and difficult questions, but all based on personal challenge which, as it happens, faces us each day in sport – how prepared are we in Wales to be the best?


Laura gave a detailed account of how Sports Wales have put Wales at the top of international success. ”We use our resources efficiently to spot sporting talent at the youngest age, we nurture it and provide coaching ... to ensure that no mistakes are made in the process of producing the next generation of champions.”

But she also explained that Wales was at the forefront in involving ordinary people in physical activities, leading to a healthier life-style. There is not enough space here to record her full account of how this has been achieved, but the main point was that Wales has ventured to develop a policy which is different to all the other countries in the UK – making use of more ’unconventional’ means of attracting people to sport of all kinds. 


Statistics were produced to show that Wales’s athletes are already a huge success on the world stage. Not only have they challenged the world, they have actually won notable victories, displaying great skill and self-belief. Laura’s message was that we must do the same in other walks of life, beyond the world of sport.



“If we want to achieve a different future for Wales, we must all set higher targets for the establishments in which we work, extending and widening our political and personal horizons. We must nurture citizens, men and women, who are ambitious, inspired and self-critical. Then perhaps we will have the leadership we need, and the success our talented nation deserves.”

